[DNA structure from A to Z--biological implications of structural diversity of DNA].
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) is a biopolymer of nucleotides, usually adopting a double-stranded helical form in cells, with complementary base pairing holding the two strands together. The most stable is B-DNA conformation, although numerous other double helical structures can occur under specific conditions (A-DNA, Z-DNA, P-DNA). The existence of multiple-stranded (triplex, tetraplex) forms in vivo and their biological function in cells are subject of intensive studies.